Possible biological functions for the expression of endogenous retroviral gene products in human placental tissues.
In human placental tissues the expression of the endogenous retroviral gene plays a particular role seeming responsible in the limitation of the diffusion of the exogenous retroviral particles. There is a peculiar significance of the role of proviral sequences, insertions and transcripts as well as of the hormones. Nevertheless the precise biological function remains at the greatest part ignored.